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What is a Learning Lab?
A Learning Lab is a 10-days design-led workshop where students from design, 
engineering and management will work collaboratively to design new tech solutions 
for more sustainable and ethical futures. Multidisciplinary teams would explore the 
potentialities of some digital technologies proposed by 6 selected tech-SMEs or startups 
and will be mentored by international experts from various fields and backgrounds. 
Learning Labs are an opportunity to learn about a new methodology to think and 
design in a digitally mature way, developing skills to identify opportunities for 
innovation through the application of digital technologies. Learning Labs are part of the 
DC4DM methodology, one of the outputs of the ERASMUS+ funded project titled ‘Digital 
Creativity for developing Digital Maturity future skills’. The DC4DM project aims to 
implement, apply, and disseminate within a European network of HEIs, SMEs and 
startups, business incubators, a human-centered educational model able to develop 
and empower digital creative abilities to achieve digital maturity. Partners in this project 
are Politecnico di Milano, Mines Saint-Étienne, Télécom Saint-Étienne, Universidade da 
Madeira and StartUp Madeira. 

What will you do?
At the Learning Lab ‘Futuring Care’ teams of students and experts from different 
disciplinary areas, such as design, engineering and management studies, will work 
together to achieve ideas of new care solutions. As a mentor you will guide teams in 
exploring how the topic of well-being may evolve and learn about a new creative 
and digital mature approach to innovate. As a selected mentor you will be asked to 
attend the Learning Lab in some crucial moment of the process to discuss with students 
and inspire them with your expertise and future visions. As a selected company you will 
be more than welcome to visit any other workshop days, to provide the teams with your 
feedback and point of view along the design future process. 

Who can participate?
Companies from Milan, Italy as well as other countries. Be aware that the Learning 
Lab ‘Futuring Care’ will be run in English. 
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Why should you participate?
You will meet students and professors from different countries and disciplinary areas 
and learn about other ways to think, design and innovate toward a digital mature 
mindset. You will have the chance to learn about how to define scenarios that would  
envision your business in the future and speculate on possible new technology 
applications for sustainable futures. In fact, this international winter school will 
provide your company with new tools to develop a creative approach to problem 
solving. 

Intellectual properties
Participants will be asked to sign an NDA for the confidentiality of knowledge and 
tech-products made available by the SMEs and startups. At the same time, these 
companies will sign a document that will protect the intellectual property of the projects 
emerging from the Learning Lab ‘Futuring Care’. 

More information 
web: www.dc4dm.eu
email: info@dc4dm.eu; ideactivity@polimi.it 
instagram: @dc4dm 


